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October Project 
Thanksgiving Food Collection Box 

  
  

The project will consist of decorating a box that will be placed inside each classroom for the 
collection of canned goods for the fall community service project benefitting Society of Saint 

Stephens. 
  

Goal:  To get the class to work together to come up with a theme and ideas on how to decorate 
your class box.  Complete the project in class and show students how they can work together on 

a project. 
  

Example: Box decorated as a turkey.  Divide class into groups and have each group work on a 
body part.  One group can paint and assemble the head, another, the body, another, the wings, 

another, the legs and the last group can create a poster with a slogan.  “Flocking together to Feed 
our Friends in Need” 

  
Supplies: The boxes will be supplied for the project. Any art supplies that in the art masterpiece 

cabinets on the bottom can be used as well as the butcher paper that is in the work area in the 
back half of the teachers lounge. 

  
Theme ideas: could be... 

Helping hands working together... Have the class put their handprints 
around the box with various pictures of people helping one another. 

A Thanksgiving theme ...where each child puts something he or she is 
thankful for on the box. 

A fall theme... with leaves and fall items around the box. 
A school spirit ...theme with Foster bulldogs on the box. 

Have fun with the kids on this and let them "own" the project! 
  

  Boxes should be displayed inside the classroom due to fire hazard in hallways. 
  

This project will help the students feel more involved in the giving process and help them 
appreciate the difference they are making in the lives of people who are less fortunate in our 

community. 
  

Boxes have been placed in the supply area..one per classroom. 
  

For examples, please click on the photo gallery tab above!  
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November Project 
“Wild Turkey” by John James Audubon 

 
QUESTIONS: 
 
1. Look very closely at this picture, what do you see? (turkey) 
2. Now look closer, what else do you see? (feathers, designs on the feathers) 
3. Does it look real? (yes) Does it look like a Thanksgiving turkey? (yes) 
4. Do you think he’s pleased with himself? (he’s standing tall, straight legs, head high) 
5. When you’ve done something you’re really proud of, how do you stand? (tall, chest out) 
6. When you’ve done something bad, how do you stand? (shoulders forward and head down) 
7. Why do you think he’s pleased with himself? (he looks beautiful, his feathers are lovely, etc.) 
8. Where do you think this turkey is? Let’s look at the background to help us and the things 

around the turkey (he’s outside, not in a cage, no fence, in the woods) 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
This picture as called “Wild Turkey”. It is a painting by John James Audubon. Mr. Audubon 
lived from 1785 to 1851. He was a naturalist which means he studied nature - the plants and 
animals around him. He lived before the camera was invented so he studied and drew pictures of 
plants and animals so carefully that they looked exactly like the real plants and animals. He was 
able to draw a picture that looked just like a photograph.  This type of art is called Realism.  You 
can use "The Old Violin" and "Giuliano De' Medici” small prints as supplement as examples. 
  
ART: 
  
Materials: 
 

paper plates    scissors 
colored construction paper  crayons 
*(red, orange, yellow, brown)  glue 

  
(*) cut the colored construction paper into rectangles (so they can just cut off the top corners to 
make feathers) and the brown into two different size squares (so they can cut all the corners off 
to make a circle for the head and one for the body) – use the die cut machine to cut as many 
shapes as possible, especially the small circle. 
  
Procedure:  
1. Pass out all the materials. 
2. Let each child have about 6-8 feather rectangles. Show them how to cut the top corners. Then 

glue the feathers around the outside of the paper plate. 
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3. Now, show the children how to cut the corners off the squares to make the head and body. 
Then glue on the body and then the head. 

4. The children can use there crayons to add eyes, nose/beak and gobbler.  
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December Project 
"The Parthenon and The Guggenheim" - AE161 

QUESTIONS: 

*     Use the picture of the Parthenon first!  

1. What is this? (building) 
2. Does it look intact, altogether? (part of it is falling down) 
3. Does it look old or new? (old) 
4. How can you tell it looks old? (crumbling at the top) 
5. What do you think it is used for? (tourist attraction) 
6. Describe how it’s been built. (straight lines of columns) 
7. Do you see this kind of architecture today? (columns, yes) 

* Now switch pictures and repeat the same questions. Exclude the last question since this IS a 
building of today! 

COMPARE/CONTRAST: 

1. What is the same about each of these? (both are buildings of unusual architecture) 
2. What is the difference between the lines? (P. - is straight lines/vertical and G. - curvy lines) 
3. One is old and one is new. Both are used for entertainment and viewing of events - one is 

viewed indoors and the other outdoors. 

SUMMARY: 

The Parthenon was built in the 5th Century BC - it is 2500 years old. It is still standing. The 
Guggenheim was built in 1959 to be used as a museum. Both of these architectural structures 
were built primarily to be used as museum - places that house works of art. The Parthenon 
contained marble statues of goddesses and scenes of sports events like our present day Olympics. 
I wonder if the Guggenheim will be standing in over 2000 years like the Parthenon already has. 

ART: 

This is a very simple lesson, but the students love it!  Have students create their own structures 
by pushing toothpicks into gumdrops to create a building of their own design.  Tell students they 
are not to eat the gumdrops until they get home.  Due to the restriction of foods falling into the 
minimal nutritional value category.  I verified with the district that this lesson is fine to do and 
send home with the students. 
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Materials: 

paper plates  
lots of toothpicks 1000 + 
2-3 bags of gumdrops 
bowls to hold gumdrops at each table 
plates to hold structure to carry home  
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January Project 
  Lascaux Cave Painting “Black Bull”   

QUESTIONS: 

1. Who made the very first drawings and paintings? (cavemen) 
2. What did they use to draw and paint with? (sticks, berries, their fingers, chalk, dirt-clay) 
3. How did they get their colors? (berries, plants, soil , leaves) 
4. Why did they draw pictures? (tell stories, remember an event, pass the time, for fun or 

pleasure) 
5. Do they look real, like photographs or fantasy? (mostly real but not exactly like photographs) 
6. What colors do you see? (red, yellow, brown and black) Their colors basically came from; 

• black – charcoal, brown soil 
• red - chalk/clay 
• yellow/gold - minerals 

SUMMARY: 

This cave painting called the “Black Bull” is believed to be between 30 and 40 thousand years 
old. 

The cave painting was found by two little boys who were looking for their lost dog in the south 
of France.  

ART: 

Students can create their own cave bull by drawing their bull on crinkled brown butcher paper & 
then glue pieces of brown felt, feathers, and different skin textures onto their picture. 

Different paper skin textures are available in the supply cabinets along with felt and feathers. 
These should be cut into small pieces prior to the lesson. 

Materials: 

brown butcher paper       
glue        
feathers        
paper swatches of different textures         
black markers       
pencils      
felt - (can be found in bottom cabinets)        
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February Project 
“Two Heads” by Rufino Tamayo 

QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you see? (a person, 2 heads, shapes, 2 people) 
2. What shapes do you see? (circles, rectangles, squares) 
3. How many circles do you see? (heads, eyes, nose, etc.) 
4. Where are the shapes? (middle of the picture) 
5. What do the shapes make? (2 people) 
6. What are the colors in this picture? (muted for print bright for on line art) 
7. Are they strong, soft, or bright colors? (soft for print strong/bold for on line art) 
8. Do you see the lines in this picture? (pictures/faces are divided into 4 squares) 
9. Do you see any other lines that make square shapes? (*) 
10. If you created this picture what would you call it? 

• (Two People, Two Heads, Mother & Child, Shape People) 

* You can have the children come up and with a ruler/finger point to the different shapes, lines 
and circles. 

SUMMARY: 

This picture in called “TWO HEADS”. It was made or created by Rufino Tamayo, a Mexican 
artist. He was born is 1899 and died in 1991; he was 92 years old.   What you are going to do 
today is to make shape people. 

* You can discuss with the children the different shapes their bodies have-     Head is circle, oval, 
or square. Arms and legs are skinny rectangles. Body is large rectangle. 

ART: 

Materials: 

12”x18” colored construction paper (one sheet per student any color for background)  
body shapes copied on white paper for each student 
crayons  
scissors  
glue shapes to each student.  Girls get triangle body pieces, boys rectangle body piece.  Both 
boys and girls get Hands, Arms, Feet, Head & Neck pieces. 
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Procedures:  

Hand out body on page 2 to girls; everyone will get the same head arms and hands sheet.  Have 
the students cut out their body shapes.  Next, have them create a shape person with their shapes 
and glue them onto their large sheet of construction paper.  Make sure they layout their person 
before they glue is so it fits!!!!   Have them add details and a background with their crayons. You 
may want to show them different ways they can use their shapes to have their people in different 
poses.  See sample art pages. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Boys - Body and Legs 
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Girls - Body and Legs 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone -   
Hands, Arms, Feet, Head & Neck  



  

PTA – Art Masterpiece - Kindergarten 
 

  



  

PTA – Art Masterpiece - Kindergarten 
 

 

  



  

PTA – Art Masterpiece - Kindergarten 
 

March Project 
Pizza Day with Claude Monet 

QUESTIONS: 

1. What type of brush strokes are used? (short, course) 
2. Do you see the difference the light makes in Monet's work? (highlights certain elements, any 

other answers) 
3. Does Monet's work look like a real photograph? (no) 
4. Why not? (the brush strokes make give the paintings a special texture that make them appear 

more like a sketch or an unfinished/unblended work of art) 
5. How do his paintings make you feel? (any answer) 
6. Where do we find art? (museums, home designs, photographs, even in the food we eat) 

SUMMARY: 

Claude Monet was an artist who belonged to a specific group of artists who were known as 
Impressionists.  He lived from 1840-1926 and grew up in France.  He was influenced by his 
friends and colleagues Sisley, Renoir and others.  Monet suffered many ups and downs in his 
career yet he never wavered in his quest to paint his direct sensory impressions of nature.   

Impressionism is a light, spontaneous manner of painting which began in France as a reaction 
against formal realistic paintings of the day.  Impressionists paintings have a depth of texture and 
light.  The hallmark of the style is the attempt to capture the subject in a way that expresses 
feeling.  The impressionists did not paint the subject to look exactly as it did in real life, rather 
they worked to capture the essence of their subjects.  Their naturalistic and down-to-earth subject 
treatment has made them a favorite among most contemporary art lovers. 

Today we are going to think about art in the food we eat!  Think about a pizza.  The pizza has 
layers and textures like Monet's paintings.  We have a layer of crust and sauce and then 
toppings.  Each have special textures and today we are going to create a work of art Pizza. 

ART: 

Materials: 

Paper plates   Glue Bottles 
Wax Paper   Hamster Shaving 
Green Felt    Glue thinned with water in a cup with a paint brush 
Pizza Boxes (opt)  Printed explanations sheets 
Red Construction Paper cut into a large irregular circle for the sauce 
Dark Red Construction Paper cut into small circle for the pepperoni's 
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Procedure: 

Have the students glue the sauce onto their pizza.  Then have them add the toppings.  Long thin 
strips of wax paper for the onions, small green rectangles for the green pepper and little red 
circles for the pepperoni's.  After they are done, go to each student and brush a light coating of 
thinned glue over the top of the whole pizza, then have the students take a small handful of 
hamster shaving and sprinkle on the cheese.   If Pizza boxes are available, velcro pizzas in pizza 
boxes and have them put their names on explanation sheet provided in supply cabinet and attach 
inside box.  If not, simply attach explanation sheet to bottom of plate and send home with 
student. 

Claude Monet 

Water-Lilies 

 

Claude Monet (1840 - 1926) oil on canvas 1914 

BACKGROUND 

Claude Monet was an Impressionist.  Like most of the labels that are given to art movementss or 
styles, the name Impressionism was used by a critic to negatively describe an exhibition of 
paintings, among which was a painting by Monet titled Impression, Sunrise.  The critic declared 
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that the work was simply an "impression," and although he meant it to be a severe condemnation 
of these paintings-as incomplete or ill-conceived-an impression, or way of seeing, was surely 
what Monet and his fellow artists were trying to convey through their paintings. 

Monet often made his paintings in series.  Perhaps the idea came from the Japanese prints that 
also were bing introduced to the West at this time.  The series included fifteen paintings of 
Haystacks some forty paintings of Rouen Cathedral and countless painting of his last and 
probably best known Waterlilies as pictured left.  He painted the effects of light on his subjects 
in infinite variety - on dull days, sunny days, at high noon, at dusk and at different seasons of the 
year.    

ANALYSIS 

What attracts us most to the paintings of the Impressionists are the soft colors and the pleasant 
outdoor views with the hint of sunlight reminding us of summer days, warmth and leisure.  We 
understand their appeal to the senses.  We find them highly pleasurable.  To the viewers of the 
time and the critics they were only impressions and imperfect at best.  Does a work of art have to 
be "real/” When a scene is highly realistic is there a loss of mood, atmosphere, that is 
the important element of the Monet?  Impressionist paintings show the viewer the quality of the 
inner experience while another depicting a "real" scene shows the external point of view-the 
surface.  Is one more true than another?  Or are they simply different views of reality. 

STUDIO ACTIVITIES 

Explore the idea of is it real or is it art?  A photograph can be considered both.  A sculpture is 
almost always considered art but it is usually of a real person.  What about food?  Food is 
sometimes considered art.  Explore and discuss what makes each of these "real" and what makes 
them art.  Is one better than the other or just a different point of view or expression?   


	October Project
	Thanksgiving Food Collection Box

	November Project
	“Wild Turkey” by John James Audubon

	December Project
	"The Parthenon and The Guggenheim" - AE161

	January Project
	Lascaux Cave Painting “Black Bull”

	February Project
	“Two Heads” by Rufino Tamayo

	March Project
	Pizza Day with Claude Monet


